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Technical Improvements for High-resolution X-ray Crystallography from Space
Grown Crystals

Akifumi HIGASHIURA and Atsushi NAKAGAWA

Abstract

Protein X-ray crystallography is one of the most powerful methods to obtain the structural information at atomic resolution. However the

crystallization is still most difficult process. And the diffraction resolution depends on the quality of crystals. Crystallization in microgravity

environment is one of the most possible techniques for obtaining well-diffracted crystals. We have joined several space experiments of JAXA

High-quality Protein Crystal Growth projects. These projects contain the crystallization in microgravity environment and improvements of

techniques for high-resolution X-ray crystallography. Developments and improvements of the techniques are important to utilize the rare chance

of experiments in microgravity environment. We report the modification of crystallization condition for microgravity environment and technical

improvements for high-resolution X-ray crystallography from space grown crystals.
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FHAAE A H O S fRAE X Hk s AR O 72 & O AITHH 5

EORRLEEBREL, NEREAENORELEAEEHES
EBTCHDIUVANAEL—Fy e LTER Y. AT,
WUNENRE T CREME ATV, B fifae X Bk i i
Mr & T 2 7 D OFATBA% % Bovine Hi3kK H-protein %
ETOACEM LIRS & Z OB 2RI 5.

1.2 Bovine 3 H-protein M &9 f2RE X §RisRtE
= R AT

H-protein X7V v U BAZTH<EAED 12>ThH .
TV UBRRITII M2 NI THNT 4 BEOEAYE

(P-,H-,T-, L-protein) 2>H 0 Lo TR, Ziuh 4 FHH
DEHER 7Y OB EBRRKGEF | R, 7Y v
VERERIIANEBD L LTEEHONT T TR EEE
IR LTS, 207 ) v o BRROMREAE
® 12>T&®»% H-protein 135 T EHEK 14 kDa TH Y,
77U URRICB W THOR R E e RS Thald,
JAXA o @ EERERMAER T m Y =7 MB35
7= -7, Bovine H-protein €T VEHEDOE DL L
TR fiRee X ARG S AT OHATBA R A D TE /2. H
ETOFHHFEIZIBV T, H-protein OfEMMILy 7 A & —
{ELGWHTH o7, fEmN 7 FAF—{LLTLE D &,
EPTROA— =T v 7R Y, EfEZREYTRE O R
LORRHEL /0D, TZT, BHonirs T AX i EE
L, Zhafle UOlba T 37 ms—7 1 U7k
AL, K& 0.80 A HREEDEIT S % 5 2 5 Hifkih %
/D LRI L. BRI 0.88 A Sy fiRhE Tl ik
JET — 2SR & IS RIT 2 3R L7z D, 2 OREEMNT CI
X MG A AE AT TIXBIA R EE T H B K EF T OE T
FE D AR & AR B TREE T — Z OB O FE & FE i
L7z, E6IC, morfiiee X S mmEmir s VT b k#E
SR % W[ARAE T D 72 DI I ARG R RE O [RIHT5R & 7 — # 3
METHDLILEET—ENLRT LKL TS,
ZOFMIL 5 ETHRAD.

2. WIPNENRETTORRIED=HIC

2.1 M FETO Bovine H3k H-protein D#/NE A
RIET COHERIL CEERENT

Fex 132007 £ XV, JAXA L OW/NEHBRE FCORE
ibEREFEHE L CT& . bRz 2 —F
47 a—Ta EEAWCEBISNE. ¥ o3y gkl %
Xy 7 U —mickE L, B HE LRI & TR L
ENTTHr—=RF L EN L TRHEREIRK BT 52 L
Ik 0, HoX U BRE LR EREORE ARSI S
, WENELDEVIFETHY, JAXA ORVINE B
Bt TORMBEERTIIRLHAVON TV FIETHS.

(a) b)

Fig.1 Crystals of Bovine H-protein grown in
microgravity environment (a) Crystal
diffracted up to 0.7A resolution (b) Cluster
like crystals.

Bovine H3E H-protein Of§/NEIEREE FCH LIS M
WEhT B —F 4 T a—VaETIsny—F 407
EERWD Z e mABERBE/HHPELI, K& T
0.70 A HfRRED T S8BT 5 Z LIk L THY,
0.79 A N REED EHREE T — % OIUENRFE T LTV D
(Fig. 1(@)) . L2°L, ZORERMEMBIIERANEHELL,
HY B —=F 4 T a—Ta BB TS KSR Z
Z &2 —{k (Fig. 1b)) LTLE S SR ENMEL R->TH
5. FIT, WUNENRE T CoOMMLIZEHE U725
& SEhE L.

22 #HRIEEHEOREE

Bovine H-protein O v ¥ —F 4 72— 3 VIET
Dt b SME pH3.2 D7 = /R 7 7 —12 2.0~3.0 M
@ Ammonium sulfate Z M2 7= D TEML, b7 7
A LR & 72 o TWv=. pH =° Ammonium sulfate
RE DO REECTMBIOR 7 ) —= 77 ExFEh LT
B, MO R DR RREOR NS OND R E, 75
AL —ALOFFRIZITE S Ao 7.

7 7 AL —{biL, FEEEEETO 2 REERIZ LD DT
HDHZ LN, BEEIEROKEI Y HWEMEERETD Z
LT, VIRAZ—ALEMHITE 2O TIERVWNEEZE R T,
% 2T, fEd b4 Ammonium sulfate JE % 7 TR
HIES 1% T 5 2 & T 2B Z I 2, Sodium chloride
B2 NG O A PRI D I2DITIRINL, b
ERTHEMEERG L. 9, Ny FETHRE 2 REL
L, DUV E—=T 4 T a—Vaik~Biri+bsz L L.
Ny FIETOFRMHRFHTEY, 0.7 M Ammonium sulfate
{2 0.5~1.0 M Sodium chloride % /N % 72554 CTH A a2 vk
DOHFERMDEF Sz, £/, Sodium chloride J& D ¥ 7
% #Edh TlE Sodium chloride ¥ EEAME Stk D 5 23 53 fifhE
DOEWVHENZH -7, EBHIT, Ny FETHENME L
ST TILE A U T 272, Ammonium sulfate
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%N 29712 Sodium chloride M & T d b & Ik L7z & =
%, 0.75~2.6 M OHFH CETILBNAE L. 2 b Dbk
% pH % BIFEMREZ EFC O LR WA 22 b ©
Holz. W, EmIEE O Ammonium sulfate 54 T CTubE:
DOHPBAER LT T A X —FEEIE, A OWBEE»L
RROIRET A Z EPRFNICEEZ SN, ZoFFELY
Ammonium sulfate (2 £ 2RI S O TH 7.
INOLOERERLY, IV E—F 4 72—V a B
X Bt 4%, Ammonium sulfate JEE2NE <,

Sodium chloride B DKW FA{ETHBEEFR L EZMR L,
FE R TR O Ammonium sulfate THEZ 5 & 5 IZ%
ELT. BEMIZIA T =T 4 7 a—Ta VEICRED
THE N BRREEBET 27 e —2 5 vE 33 M
Ammonium sulfate % & TEKICIRIE S &, i bERIC
X 1.4 M ® Ammonium sulfate & A72H O % W\ =,

FEEROM/NET) T TORE AL TIXRRE O Ammonium
sulfate # F ATCIRIRE AR L L, Z LV BERRICE S5
Sodium chloride DIREDER % 2 4£(0.2 M or 0.075 M)

THEME L. 7T AZ—{bEERIMA D Z LIXTE R
ST, BEEOBFRESD Z LI Lz (Fig. 2).
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Fig. 2 Crystals of Bovine H-protein (a) grown in
microgravity environment (b) grown in
ground.

Optics Hutch

Monochromator y-ray stopper

Be window
|

WEFICH Y, TFHLT LO0A K0 S ARAE D EHT R 8L
BWEhiz., XV &SRO RIYTRE T — 2 BGD7-H1Z,
Ammonium sulfate & Sodium chloride #2 /& DO A& >
Ol & EPER 7 Ammonium sulfate JRE (LD Eil
{LEED TN TFETHD.

3. METAHERTO X R EHTEER

o fEEE X AR RIS AT A R D 72 D ISR
MEER T X MREHTEBRB LA TH L. BAEITITHRE,
XD E TRV X —IELRAFIeHERE - WS R PR SeAT
L FREE O KBS Yehtiz% SPring-8 % FLNI X /X7 E D
X Rt AT D T2 D D B — AT A N B S
TW5. FEE—LT A VRERH Y, BEHEDOH TR0
FEREMICE LI E— AT A L OBRRNEETH L. K
TIIRRRZE B E e A SPring-8 (2R W Tl LT
N D AR B A THRETEMRANT 7 — A T A o BL44XU 9% {4
WCE— AT A OME L T EROEREZFENT 5.

31 E—LSAOHE

BL44XU 37y FEE RN FD 2 DD/ F )
DI I TS (Fig. 8). SPring-8 7> & X415 I
X, 2200V ) aVHEE-RNOERINDE ) I A —%
T Bragg OERIZFIMA L, XAREHTERO B8 L7
EDOXA~LEHENEND. B/ 70 A —Z ORI
HDIBENC L BBPNLNE LWL ) IR ER TS
HEnTBY, FREEZICI I E—AENBH I
HDHZE /7 A—FFORBIXIFIC—EERDLIIC
FlH ST 9. £/ 7nA—ZIlkhHAfbasnk X
BRITFERR N F~LEiL, ERo~y FINIKETT W &
BT ISR E S 28D 2 7 — 12 &k 0 858 & m ARy
DORERMTOND. 27— A Iz XBITY v 7 Ar
BBV TH 0.05X0.056 mm DY A XIELEND. W

Experimental Hutch Microscopes

Shutter & Collimator

Sample
position

H-Mirror

Be window | Slit
! | |

Beamstop
Detector

V-Mirror

from light source (mm) 39460 42995

44335 — 45885

47470 —— 48983 49823

Fig. 3 Schematic of the beamline layout of the optics hutch and the experimental hutch. Reproduced from?,

with the permission of AIP Publishing.
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+
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4
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+
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+
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&
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2.98x10%?
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Fig. 4 Shape and photon flux (photons/sec., in orange) of each beam at sample position with each aperture size

(in red).

VINMIETOE =LY A ZERRIZANE T 52 8
7 E RGOV A X ETGIR, SRR T — 2 PIEEISTIE T %
20T, IT—THROARRAY v bV TIVEATOE
AR IV ENS (Fig. 4).

32 E—LSA UTOEHFER

B st T o X MRETERIE, mEER X Rk D
Z R BRSO RS AR S T 572, XX
B a2 B L, 2RO U LK T oMK (<100 K)
TEETD2ON—ETHD. ¥ 7 GO B
LTI 4 ETRIET . Wi Shi & oy Bitiixm i
=g A= Zvyy &R, EEREHEICL Y BT
— ZIWEN TG, X3 kG b OEIPT5RE 231
ET DO Lm0 L 72 5. BL44XU T
IR 7Y 300 mm 4 O K mEE CCD fMilar 235k @
SINTWD. XHEE, MRbEmtmOmits o 7 -
HERH O MEREIC X 0 JIEFRE/R o iFRE N L E 5. B ETH
T DD, FRRRED X RS EERRNT IC B W) T bR AR
REDEYFREIIEE CH S, W, ¥4 L7 hE—LADMK
HEICRH SN Z L 2SI E— AR by /S—H
YU TN ERHBROBICHRE SN TR Y, KOMERED BT
RPRE—LAA Ny R—DRIBNTERAITE 2N &R
5. BL44XU TIIY 7L b B — A& b v 8—[ o

Fig. 5 CCD detector and bench. Reproduced from ¥,
with the permission of AIP Publishing.

73 16~99 mm DO THZETH Y 400 A 43ERE DR fiRhE
OEFTROBREZFEBLTWD. 612, 7 Emt
SRR BEREIY 80~1200 mm ORI THRIZETH Y, 0.68 A4y
fRBE F CORIPTIREE DR EDIEEN 72X ECHHETH S.
F7o, REEROA 7y Ml OKE, $hEHFRICENEN
Ik K+150 mm) <° 204 (0~15 ) LHAEINLTRY,
L0 S RREOETEEREIC b3S LTS (Fig. 5).
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Table 1 Experimental conditions at BLL44XU.

Beamline SPring-8 BL44XU
Beamsize / mm FWHM
(H)0.025%(W)0.050
Wavelength / A 0.9
Photon flux / photons/sec. 7.5%x 101
Exposuretime / sec. 1.0
Oscillation angle / deg. 1.0
Oscillation range / deg. 180
Al attenuator / mm 0.2

155y R BE O [T 5R FE I E O 72 DI 1L B e RS R R o
T2DDRAI ) == ITRRETH LT, FEmmsiHiazhs
BICAT ) T2 DG # R » + SPACE (SPring-8
precise automatic cryo-sample exchanger) © & [A|§7525%
DARL—varOddy 7 vy x=T7 Thd BSS
(Beamline Scheduling Software) 7832 & T 5.
Z# 51X SPring-8 TR SN H D TH D7, SPring-
8 DD E—LT A TERBRIERD & 52— P —3flhod ' —
LTA v ERRRICETERZ EET 5 Z LB TH .
Table 1 (= BL44XU TO[EHfr 5D —fxH 72 JE S F %2
L=, 2B Ty oo s B RO — T X B a R

WL, BIEHRBREPHFEINDITHA &2 R LTS,

HEELTWEEEREWORZ U7 EORKEIC L - Tk
SRS ORBENR IR D120, ERIXZ 0&MEE BLIC
EBRMICHESRBZRD DLERH D LI ZETHD.
HL, HRICBERRKAEMERZHED 2 &N TEIUTRS R
BT I ENTE, L BERBRE DD 2 EsRE T
— X ERRTHZENAREE D,

4. 2 Ny BRROEERGE

41 SEERBEEOME

T g O AR 72 & OBANBIRIC L D, X% B
X HRAE ARG RET IR B R m BT AN H B .
L, ZIUCSK L CEBERE 72 XBRIC L D & vy Bt
OFFHRIEEITRET 5 Z LN TERWZY, Bk LRI
BRI OB T AHARRE T TO X HBEPTEB RN
R L 7R TG B R R L A TR 2 SRR T
T B L L DA, DIEEDIK TRKEH KDY/ %

—BETTLUEY, EMRERENELZSLTTLES.

L, Z U B T ORBHCE D K DAERED
KEGA L, WIS ORE ML, MattEaill Tl
FHZLIWCERT S, 2T, XU r EiERERE OB
X, ERPEOK O E E LIERMEDK &3 D -DIcht
BHERZ B AT ORI TH 5. PRl & L

TFZVer—n lolh+, RI=FLror)a—n
REDOEST, FEREDRRBFIHEINS. ZnH % 30%
BEGDERIRICEZ VX7 B ER L, IRIRERRE DS
FRM TOREEZ P CRHWET 5. Lo, HsiEAl
IR 2 & TREBENZ Y, MRt asE T2 808k
W9, Rl PR A OBRPICITERITESR N L ETH Y
Z O L FEREESLPLTLEI» Z LN E 4 H D, a—
FAKZED Kim i3 F o7 Bfa~) O AT AT
200 MPa £ THIE L, SUEBGET 2 LR LY. &
JESME T CHliET 2 & R LD /NS A dERPE DK AT
&, YRR ORI A EL S TICERE T D 2 L3
REL 725, RIEEHRERITIRIRERIRE CHNTKRFEICRE
LT HERRED /NS e JREPE DK ITHERF S Wkt 572, i@
O X ARETER & FEEOFIE THRENRTTRETH 5.

4.2 Bovine H 3 H-protein ~® 3 4|

BIRRE T X MRS AT 2 BT 5 72013k
MR CORPTERBRNRMATH S Z L IFBRICIk A~ &
0 & fRRE D EIHTIRE & B E T 5 T2 DI IR O K & 72
MR ETH D, F 7o, W R 80 MRRE O BT IR EE 2 1)
TET B T2 DI A & ATRE /e R D i S A R &
ThD. FOEDIITHBOEROMEI X Ha R L,
FICHERHEE O (D) F— 22 £ 5 =
EROEDOENRFIETH D, HEEOE TOREYTER
EEMTH-0100E, FA ROKRERERVERTH 5.
L L, fESOEBEOEIMItEY, k2 204 558
OBREITIELS 2D, FERMEOKBEC S WEhL 5.
F7o, PURBAOBRMBREREEZELTLES 2L b E<
»%. % Z T, Bovine Hi3K H-protein €7 /L& LV 'E
LU, mEEAS SR & S5hE U 72, JEIC &k~ 72 A% H-protein
137 T AZ—fERICKR Y BN LD, BiEREED -0
Wzuy—F 0 o 7kEEAL, BiRESD 2 LTk
HyLTCWe, BRo8EMmOXRE e B, 2 /av—7
4 TETHEONEEREERSRE Ly ry—T
47 EEEAL, lmm WS ESD Z EICkI LTz,
IRy —T 4 T ORI, RERE®RD Y T4 AT e T
782y MR X AR EEEET 5720, 7V Er—L
EHOLNUDEIMLEZ. UL, FlskAl L 2052 30%
BEOCTVEa—LEMZ D EMEHORBTET TR
SEER BRI, MiEmEBRZEH Lz, 7T A% —
BB Z > TLE-72D Lz, fEfE AU 5 7-0121%
1B%RED 7 Y Eua— ViR RRACTH o7, Lorl, Z
D7 Y& w— VIR CTITHBHEAl & L CokElE 551
Rf-w72n. 22T, KEYE L7 H-protein Ot EhIZ & /T
HREEAE A L=, H-protein O/ EHREIX JAXA L odt
EAFZECIER, B L EEAEA L. X=X Kim b

I

340105-5



FHAAE A H O S fRAE X Hk s AR O 72 & O AITHH 5

BT L2t O L [RERTH D03, LR fh ORI
ROBHE L OFEFREIN BB 2 N2 7. 16% 7Y Er—
NFTwr7ui—7 4 72X 0 REYE L= H-protein
Dt A 170 MPa O &£ T CRudmifs L7z, @i %
i L7-fE oo X #RE$r3BRit SPring-8 @ BL44XU TH%
fii L7z, 5yfRRE 0.86 A DIEFMET — % 2 INET 5 = &
MTE, WHETFORR L RIRREOWRET — & B & ISR
HHCAZh Lz 9. S ENT OFE R, X HAG AT < ik
JREROCBLI N R T HKKRIR 752K 50 %ELHIT 2 2
ENRTER (Fig.6@) Z End, o _7EGHOEE
B I LB ERED X MRAE sl S AEAT I & 141w RE 72
FIETHD I EBP LN Tz, HEOHELE &SRO
EEWE L& 2 A, BT O T b & 1R O B,
B2 TR T 0.61 ABREDE Lavedr- 7= (Fig.
6(). ZNH5DHEFELY, H-protein O/ — A TILEFEEE
OMEIC L DEEERTIZEAER IRV E NS 2 &
EERRE TSR T2 Z LM TE .

WA, I mEERS 2 (High Pressure Cryo-Cooler
for X-Ray Crystallography (HPC-201) ADC #:#!) #%&H
EHFIEATIZE A L, 200 MPa CO@EEBAE AIHE & 72> C
W5, WUNEREET TRERKEFES DS DRI,
15 % & D b S B ICHUHRS AR B A 08 & 7 Uik 23 FTHE
Lo TND.

(@) )

Fig. 6 (a) The electron density map around Tyrosine
116 of high-pressure cryo-cooling structure of
bovine H-protein (Green blobs show the
electron density of hydrogen atom.) (b) Overall
structure comparison between high- and
atmospheric -pressure cryocooling structures
of bovine H-protein. ® Reproduced with
permission of the International Union of
Crystallography.

Reproduced with permission of the International
Union of Crystallography.

5. ERET— % AIE & @

Bovine H-protein # &5 /L% L 37 'B & LT &5 ke
BREETE AT I, B RV IESRAF ST - s
FEIERL 2P 2T Photon Factory O B — A F 1 > BL-5A T
X MR IEER % F2HE L, 0.88 A DRRED X MBI IR E T —
A ZIV4E L, bovine H3E H-protein DA &I EIZ AL L 7=
3, REXEMREAT ORE FAD 40 % DK FEIF T OB 15 B NI S
Nic. FEERE LB o fienis Lt MET — 4 2t
RIFTHRE T — & O P IFEOTGE{L 24T - 7. B
REORITRET —ZIEIZBWN T —EoRrEHR T
TOMET — X EZWNET DL ENRARETHD. FlxIZ,
9N S FRAE O [BIPTEE LR E D 7= O BRI SEIZ L
TS fRRERI T IR EE S M H AR DI R R A B 2720, KSR
BEOEPFT SN E—LA by X—ICHELNRHTE o
720 Vo HICE D, DD, BB HESRMETD
BT ERA NI L 72 5. WESM DR 2 EHTRET — X
TR BNHIEIC L0 WBRER DR 72 > TS 208, 16k
BT8R E T — & OFEAM 55 TIET — ¥ O % pWr
HZENRRHEETH-T. 2T, KFEFRTFOHRILEREZ
W\Z LT T — X OFRMIFIE A4S L, (e I7IETITAE)
TERNoTT —FOEMMEEZH ST 25 Z EATEE
Lipote (Fig. 7).

X s B SRR I B W T, RO REED D B fiFRE £
TRAEMEORWT —XIUET L Z EREETH S, Lvl,
%< ORLy, HEBOBIR L 20 A DUFOIESfiRRET — 2 M
MRINDHBELZ. LL, @EofiEieED XM i
FRHTIZIBW T S, (RS MEEEREIR O [R50 7 — & 23 KB R
FOABLICEECTCHDL I L2 ET—X LY TEMITT
L7- (Fig.8). Figure 8 Tix (D@ EEEDRIPTIRE NS,
MRS FREEDRIFTREMN S, Q)T v X AT — X BV
brx, BONTET AT XN ETEELHEL, KFE
BT ORHbEE 7 v L TW5. Ko e BRI T
— X BT RO TZGETT 4 % TRFBIT O AL A A

Fig. 7 Electron density maps from data treated
with different method. (Green blobs show
the electron density of hydrogen atom.)?
Reproduced with permission of the
International Union of Crystallography.
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E 300 T T T T T T T T
s 250 3 ]
£ 200
= ¥ Sk -
B N
= 150 | N
g X \
@ >'< E
= 50 & ]
Z O >§a/ e Sl e N z«é\\y S,
Z. 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90
% of truncating reflections

high —+ low random —¥—

Fig. 8 Number of visualizing hydrogen atoms

against  truncation of  reflections.?
Reproduced with permission of the
International Union of Crystallography.

LTLEW, 10% TKRERTOETHEEITE 72 B
N7 lgo T LEST. KERTOETHEEZ AT D
EWVH EIZRNT, ﬁ%%%@fw&ﬂ;ﬁf%5®_k
WIS, IR REED T — X DR ENE DT — X HIZ

LTCREWVWZ ENET—FEHOTEREMI _méam’:.
6. #¥bHyIc
A%, BIEAMFIB O T X RESESRIT O3 5

9, T Aﬁl_ﬁ%v?XPaa%LiﬁfﬁfﬁEE*M%LQ%E?iﬁéfd)fﬁ
MR WL, JFA L ~UL TOREEMT X 0 — A
éf%65.&VN7E®Xﬁﬁ%%ﬁ%ﬁ%%&@&W
B OMATERIZLY, SHICHTHAS oM Fhi
SENDRRICRDTHAH. Lnl, BEREREEDER
ICBWTHRER FIEZ X RV EDFDOSFEMENGEE L
WERIZIL S . 72, BEOAFRE T O X B ST 2 B
B3y, MUNEARER ETE LN BB RSO0 R
REA R KRS & T 72D O HINBERERS D b MET

A

59, Akb, WUNENRE COMRLE, £ THEE
ran BRI TS @ iRRE X BRES iR IS AT & £ O
MEARORAREZ G EHEATI TETHD.

nH

J&
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