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Comparison of Limiting Oxygen Concentration between Concurrent-Flow and
Opposed-Flow Flame Spreads over a Thin Paper Sheet in Microgravity

Hiroyuki TORIKAI and Akihiko ITO

Abstract

In order to compare the limiting oxygen concentration, below which a flame cannot continue to spread stably over solid

materials, between concurrent-flow flame and opposed-flow flame spreads in microgravity, we have conducted parabolic flight

experiments on flame spreading over a thin paper sheet (thickness: 0.12 mm and width: 20 mm) by varying the ambient air

flow velocity. The two suction wind tunnels were mounted on the same aircraft and the opposed-flow and concurrent flow

flame spread experiments were performed simultaneously. The air flows were driven by the pressure difference between

inside and outside of the aircraft cabin, and the cross-sectional mean flow rate was obtained up to 7 cm/s. The oxygen

concentration in the wind tunnel was controlled by adding nitrogen gas to the air flow sucked from the aircraft cabin. As a

result, within the velocity range of the ambient flow from 1 cm/s to 7 cm/s, both limiting oxygen concentrations decreases as

the ambient airflow rate increases. Moreover, it is found that although the propagation rate of the concurrent-flow flame

spread is higher than that of the opposed flow flame spread at near limiting oxygen condition, both limiting oxygen

concentrations of the concurrent-flow and opposed-flow flame spreads show almost the same values at the same ambient flow

velocity.
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PRIFBFRIE 2 TERL T 2 WIRPERS BHI R L Th PMMA % W
THEBABELZTFHETANEICTE THD 2 L &M
AETHZEHHEMD 1 OTHD.

P BHW LTV SD NASA O kK MERERIE

(NASA-STD-6001 Testl) 7 <TiZ, TV T
PREICHM B ZRRE L F N7 I A I h A 2 THEKA
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WNENBRREOBRIZIZIZ A Y EY R2T H—E A8
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WE L. 2L T, BEURNZ RIS RtE % BWRT A &
7 a OWEE TR LT EZ, Wrm R U cm/s &
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[l OMTZEHEFERR TlT 893-978 hPa O TH 72, FTz,
BEIMENIRITEEIC L > TELT D, 2D/ TR
7774 NRICETORBE(IZEL DD, BRiTED
BRfBEThHoT-. FDDWINENENDOREIZLY,
BRRIEDN D BIRNKE BT D LD Z L idhhoik.
A Bl O RER TR O E 1212 X - TERIANICIE
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DONRA Ly 7 AT E L, Y 2HITES 5mm O7 /L3
e Lz, A2 M7 g o OFBKEHIZ 150 mm X 60
mm, E3X270mm & L7=. FO ANz 3o =7
Y= A o —%fE LRNLEZER L. ZO/ME, 7
AREZ ¥ a YNIERERIES THICEREZ RS Z LA
TE . AR BN CH D AT T VRV H—IZBE D
£10F, JEIRPICERE L2, 2O 7R L & — T JERA
FEMHEY H L CBATREL: L.

B %12 Fig. 1(c) TY > VL Z — D FEANT OV THLA
T 5. U7 FRVL—IIHME SUS304, ES 1 mm TfE
KL 72, Z I AR (ADVANTEC #:6! No.4A, JE & 120 um)

ZEE VAT THWE, U A RAZ —I21E 20 mm DO
MHY, RVE—ZT VI T—FTRHEELTZAMICHE KL
784A, 20 mm OETARRITEE Lz, EBRICHA L
AEOE XX 150 mm & L7z, FXIZiT 2 A WRISE W
=7 v i (Nilaco, #£ 0.1 mm) %, HEHRER (IE
Ty Yay, P4K36-1) ZHVWT 36V, 1A TEEMEN
LCTHW=. 57 BRREOBERM CREHIE KT HZ &
MARETH o 7o, MR IE R ORZIEN Y TS D56
1%, Y FmF—o Fig 10D Iz =27 1 A3 % R
B L THEKREITo T, Wi OB X IER Y OBFE T
VIRV E =D T HIZ=r a bffeilE Lz, EkZA
RUNE, RETEEZ IR Y CIEERE LT R ANl
EAGORRABERRE LY KX 2o F 0 BREEFTEER S
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ST & L THRUNEMIRIIT, BRZIEDS D KRDIER L
TLE TR, TOERFMIIRZILN Y KRPZEL T
TR SN2WGAEDFE 0 E ORI T A IR EERIRAE LV
W E D& L THIE LT-. # 0 7= 5O R R Ee S I BE Dl 13 05%
RYEN S ToFERIRE LR XL O 72 Do To B R IR E O
WZHdHHbDE L THIRE L.

FlBEHENYG, KRETHLREOEEZ AV, #Ekx
FORMENEIIT L AT DAICRE LT, BAEESR
REOWEZITolz. BHEIH T KL TERIAE
SICATREIR T2, KURIEHE & AR IR 23 R — D4 C 3 [A]
DR ZIEIR D FEBRZLTV, 3 81 & b KRR E 2R E R 2
TER ST BEFRIRE L, 3EDH 6 1[ETHKRRPHE2M
BIRZYEN D Z ER TN oTo L EDMBBREL OB D
e L TEFEENL CORMNBRRELER L.
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Fig. 2 IZHUNEJJBREE T T AL S AL7z il i s K Ot 1al
T T ORRZILDN U KR OFRF % IEH &5 BiRE L
WG AR, RAY 25 & L C Fig. 2(a) & M) I 13 EE
JE X=21 vol. %, ZEXid U=4 cm/s THEESNTZKED
it % 159", Figure 2(a) D IEHFE > & 1T 1A FEA 2 45
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DI HIINZ ERNbD. BNMREENARKEVTES
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%, Figure 2(a) O AIFEEZ LN W kKD E &1L 36
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s\ W DKL DKL D 1.9 DK E S &R LT
§ plag end %. %1= Fig. 20007 b SR 2 585 0 Dk A 1%, A A0
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F7- Fig. 2(a) 2O AW FOKRKMETHMERTT & L
TE 2 1256 OB e e i (Pyrolysis front) Dz &
DRI R AL ZBERNLHRET S Z LIk, B TRT
PRZFEMN 0 EE Vi mm/s ZHE LT3, £7- Fig. 2(a)
O EFEHIRZIED 0 ORI G, KkRKOK T (Flame
end) BHICBIZRTEX D2 b2 5. WIAFR 2 JEH
DIZHRWTIE, BV AReEI e & KR T i OB EE %
5 Z & T, BRRYEN U BIEEFIRIEZR DB FREE
(b) Side view (U=4 cm/s, X=21 vol. %) GEVONEHTT 5 2 ENTE 5. ZOREICONTIE
Opposed flow Concurrent flow WHI TR 5.

: T I X=18 vol. %, U=3 cm/s TORIRALDOBRZXIEN Y K
K DOET % Fig. 2(0) & (i~ Figure 2 () DIEE NS
DB G, A ISR S 2 B R O K & I A3
I & R A £ VDR &35, HIZ Fig. 2(d)
DRI 26 DBIZE TS, WRFEHIZIA S D kK DFIR
23 Fig. 200) L v LR O KRKITIRBIT L L 72> T
WA ZERDMNE. 7220, SATR L W KR OF R
FEIS Fig. 200) [ ZH#E LTI L TWO B OIS LT, it
(c) Front view (=3 cm/s, X=18 vol. %) BRZFEIN 0 KR CTIIBEFRIRE IR ST KREBENPER & 7e o
TBYETZR. £ Fig. 2@ OW AT LN Y kKD
KEX1E 25 mm, ZAUTKE U TRITFERZIED 0 kK DK E
X 17mm C, ZOHFEL 1.5 FE TR L Tn5.

ZO XD, WA & sk R CHiE R R R E MK T
LR ZBEDY O ORRFUS R BT S T, W& DD T
R ENDHKEDORROKRE SITERIZ—BT 50T
EROBEDNTL B2 EBLND. ORI DOZER
THIZ W T B EMERICFETH o 7.
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eI B D R D> D DOENIRE 2T TR E 2D TR <,
KR TIHEENTZREST Ik > ThitThns Z Lici
K32, & L CIWMFEEZIEN 0 2B D ARKE O MEE,
PRIEH AN UNEE, DFE VKRB REVEREL2D
72D, TR R & H 9 D B FRFEIR OO R & =23, iR
BRAPED Y OEFEHRE ISR L CTEEE R EEXDND.
% 2T Fig. 2@ O AFMZ LN 0 OWi TR LBy
iR ek o (Pyrolysis front) & k%5& Fulii (Flame end)
OALEZFEEROZbIc LT ry L2 D% Fig. 81
Y. T OB TR E & KRR T i D BRI DS BN R R
WOREZERTLEZOND. £ LT Fig. 8 DS fEE
Wi R AR OB X IR AR AT, ),
KGR Be T AN R AR OH E 13k REB OB HEE & 7R~
T E LT, ZOEGREE & KK PO iR OB X (2
BEWRSL5GE, FORIIEN Y BERITERREICSH D &
IS AR,

Figure 3(a) (Z&EHEHE U=5 cm/s, BEFRILE X=21 vol. %
TOM GRS ZIED D KR OFER AR, BREIATZEHEN
THUNENBRENER ST 5 ORRIERFR 22 L T
%. Figure 8(a) 75 RERIARR S 21T & B RGN T i

ERR I T & OMOBEBENEML TS Z ERlbhs.
Z DGR, Fig. 8(a) O[T 2 JEAS 0 1L E FIRREIZ 1372
W2 ENb»s.

fthJ7, Fig.8(b) i% U=5cm/s, X=16.8 vol. %iZF i} Hilf
BT Z LN Y OFERZR LTS, 20 X OEIIRRER
FIRELFF T 5. Figure 3(b) 725, Fig. 8(a) (Ll L
CEN R SEIR St & K R A i & D[ o BREEAS RERT &
WCRELSHIIML TV Wz Ei3bhns.

O X IIEEFMEE R T AT IRV IZB VT,
BN R AEIER SE 0 & KA T IR oD B B0 B D e 35 L B oD D
VR BB 2R 97200, B RGEIR S O BBl
JEOF VIR ZIRDS 0 R & KSR T OB B DY
WE%, Fig 8a), () TR LI 1 kB Z &
138, TOMENOEEEFTHE L. ZOfER, Fig. 3(a) TIX
PRZAPED VR Vi=2.7 mm/s, L CKR I FigDBEh®E
1L 1.6 mm/s, T 2 ODMEIZIX LT EOE VR H -7z,
% LT Fig. 3(b) TITARZ Y58 0 3BT V=17 mm/s, K%
& FUOBEHEE 1.2 mm/s THY, ZOHRIT 14 5F
TR LT 5.

Plbo X Hic, BREREMET LIRABRRE DM
W< LRGSR Z LA VO KA DR 2 JES 0 WEE, EH
KA LTSNTN EEXBND. £, ZOXHIE
FRENBDTD L&, AP 0 L & kD FiROBEH
FEDIR 1ITED< & W EmIE, toiiEEFIZIB N T
bRBICBIE SN TWD . 5%, BWFHE, UNEIRED
ELTELND ISS 1TV T MR 2 H523 © FEER A
FhiTEHGA, LVBRIGEWEERRE CORIIEN Y
BN TE, ZOHE, BAIEN 0 HETIEFITNS
K720, BEEN AT X 2 AORBEEEOMBNE , RIKEEH>
HEFA~OBIERBEID G5 L5 REMENER S NI,
B ICBMISHEN A E AW RE, R AIEN D 5
NBESND O LEHFLTND.

3.3 MAILAY) RE D LLER

Figure 4 |2 U=4 cm/s £ 5 cm/s D & & Ot & A
FEHISTERR S T2 KR DR ZJEN 0 HEE D el % m g,
BRZIEDB D EEIX 328 TR LD LRI L L2 T 7
DOEARTEBRD SN TW S, Fil LI LHI7 T o resE
RE XELTWD., FEHFPO Ny F 7134 U TOR
REEERE (LOC) OfEEZRLTWVA.

Figure 4(@) M) 5, UDEIIEST XDEKT & &b
W& GBI 52 L bond. LT UKL T
PRZYEDS D KK D VEIE, SRR Y O ViR b
CREWZ ERbND. ERMICIE, Fig. 4@ OH4,
X=21 vol. %D \HEk 2 523 0 k2% TIE V/=2.8 mm/s T
HY, SEFRRZIEN D KK TIX Vi=l.8 mm/s THY, +
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DOHHRIT 1.6 FThDH. FiC Fig. 4(@) » LOC TfED
X=17.3 vol. % ClE, WA ZIEAY ViX 1.8 mm/s, xt
B ZIE8 0 D Ve 1209 mm/s THY, ZDOHERIT 1.4
BThbH. £7 U=5cm/s ® Fig. 4(b) T, X=21 vol. %I
BWTH AR ZIEN Y O Vild 2.7 mm/s = L CTxHaITA Z
JEA0 O Vi 1.8 mm/s T, FOWEKIT 15 LD, F
T IRAERFEIREIED X=16.8 vol. % TITIFFABEZJLA Y
® Vilx 1.8 mm/s & L CxAPARIIEA Y O Vi ik 0.9
mm/s £72 Y, FOLRIT2MELERD.

ZOEIZ, BUNENGBIZEWTHIBEE S &[RRI
[l —RRE & Rl Stk 0 T I, S R oD ok Ze ioet A
ZIER Y KRN T 1.4~2 FRRE RS B IEN 0 3
EOMEZERT ZENDND. HEo TRAIEN Y EE OB
PHIE, EFE Z LA O O JF AN EFE Z 528 0 12 b
LCEDOMITKREL, KRZEMOBRNOIX, MINET
5 C O TR Z LD OIF R ZIEN D L0 b
fERMENENE NS Z N TE .

7272 UAGIE GRS 2 E N CE I-AE L 7 cm/s
FTL, TOELIEITISNEZD, L EWRERiIcB VT
7 7S 0D e DK Z BRAS 0 SR FE AN HEIR 23RN 0 ok
ROMUEOBR YLDV B Z 7T DN b B2,

34 RABRREEDLE

Figure 5 |ZHUNEEREREIZIS T 2 W mdiE & stk 2
EA Y OIRFBFRIEMZ, Hilhd UZ L Citins X &
L Cd. Figure 5(a) & (b) (2i% 1G DR ELFE R L
RLTHD. AFROZER RS TIE, 1G, KKETT
DPRZIEIN D KR ORISR L, <2 LTl iR
IRZHEDS O HSHRITIK & F, SR A 9523 0 Tk 17.8
vol.% &% L CAEMPEIR 295530 CTiX 15.8 vol. %—ETH
o Fh, AEBRCELI W KGETERME (1-7 cm/s)
W, 1G TOBRRIER D KRIZE > THEIND B
SR DE DT AR E N, 1G OIRRBEFRE O
13, BRE L7 A BRI O R A B 1T T T,

9 Fig. 5@) D xtmFik 2 L3 0 k98 DR R
BIZOW TR 5. Figure 5@ 6, AEER CHIE TX
7o PR P C I E I BREE C O MR IR D kK
DOIRFEEFRIEE X, UBSEMT 513 KT M &R
ZEWNbomd. LT, US2cm/s TIERAEEFERED
231G L bUNENREOFNREL, U>2 cm/s T
IEUNE IBREE TR O A IR EEIREOMED 1G KV /)
SREZRTZENbND. DFEY, REFRZIEN D K
RIL, 1G £V bBUVNESSF TR S I2E S AHE LIC<
WZ EERLTNA.

T DRIANIEZIEDS V) K I ORI BERFIREE D/3ARIE, HEkD
5% < OPFREIZ LV IRETEN TR Y, Wk 0-20 cm/s
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T FIZND U FoMizernd ZERMb5N TS D6,
AT ILFEERBE DY 1-7 em/s IZBRE SN TV 272, U T
DM DEROFILFHEF O3B BE ST b D LE R
LS. JAFFENIEF IR E TR LG, RAERR
FEDHENNT 2 0F VIR IE U3 < A AE\ICOWT, HEk
DHFZETITRD £ SR H TN D PMMA 2 IV CTRRAL
PR YR LA 2 iRt LTV 5 &G D 90 (XAl EEIR O T
BRI O R S DS OKT & fRITHE R L, ZIUTEOTTEA
PEERD B K 28R R ES KR T 5. ZORZIEN
DG OSBRI EN BT EHTER L2720, K
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