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Microgravity Experiment of Flame Spread over Droplets at Low Pressure
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Abstract

This research conducted microgravity experiments of flame spread over fuel-droplet arrays at a low pressure in order to
improve understanding of the flame spread in fuel sprays under high-altitude relight condition of jet engines. The results
show that both the flame-spread rate and flame-spread limit distance at the low pressure are greater than those at
atmospheric pressure. The pressure effect on the flame-spread rate was discussed considering some elementary processes,
such as droplet heating and thermal diffusion. The thermal diffusion speed is inversely proportional to the pressure. The
pressure effect on the flame-spread limit distance was discussed considering transient process of high-temperature region
around a burning droplet. The maximum radius of the outer edge of the high-temperature region is proportional to -1/3
power of the ambient pressure. Group combustion occurrence was also demonstrated with a percolation model considering

the flame-spread limit.
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normal gravity.

Int. J. Microgravity Sci. Appl. Vol. 31 No. 4 2014

/NE SRR L O RFE TN O B B TR 4.4m,
W/ NE AR 0.95s O FEBRMR IV TIT - /2.
Figuer 3 lZ/r&N 5 LBV, Fig. 2 D¥EEIIINAZ, 7o
7I~7narbue—7— (PLC) 7 & OfliEEE ks &
Uy T —p L ETEREEZ N7 v 77—
RN CIHEME T SE 2 —EF e L B FEEY
7 L—rTHl& EF s, BTERBEBESZXEL,
TR OERZ BB S D, RMIVERK TR, TYVXL
BT AN RATORENHGEIND., =T ) X =D
Y7 NESIERERTEMBETLE, 74 h~vAuk
AN PR ERI L, FAEESEHTS. KT
FEERBIAE 5 A ER O —EOBEEIL PLC I2X v HlEESN
TW5., REBRCIHEM/NEDMEREM O 5 B X TEN Y
DN TRE R BRRIEK 0.7s THD. REABNIT
25kPa DZER TH Y, 1 BIOREEREICHK EZIT-o 7.
AW THWTRBLOIET B I REE « /iR T Tk
IRHEERMETH 528, RE T TIIBBE D B 5 2 REE D
B EHAEL 2D 2 s, RIEFHRITE C AR
LEKETOHFBIFMIZBIT 2 PREENEZL 2D, &
ST, BREERTIIEFLIEMEZ TRERIRY HL T3 05
Wb, ko LBy, RIER TIXHN LB DI
BOGIVEEL, MNEHNETOEKRE TO—EOBEEIL
PLC 2k 0l S TWD. THREHED —> B 24K
LTMHHERETORBIL 8 s TH-o7z. Figure 4 I
25kPa -+ ZIRIZI T HAMFFERD 0.6mm DIET 7 iR
TOBERD Il & O ¢ ITkT 28z RT. Z0
KLY 8 s BICITIRIMHERITH 4% B +25 2 L hbhD.
TRTOEBRIZBWT, KEEFT 0.5mm &iH & AE/T
LA LR CBEOBEIEZ MG L2720, 25kPa DKJEHE
BRI D OHIETHE A% d=0.48mm & L %172
2E, PIEEHERDIE DO X OEERAEL 24%ThH 5.

4. RBHRELUVEER

Figure 5 (T 25kPa ORESRBHKIC IV TRR 5B D
TS N NE R TR ZIEN D HEFOREN R GEE %
<7, Figure 1 IT/REINDIEMET LV ERERIZ, E0D
W T, W B, MR A, R L SELE STV D IR
Bk A OREIE Sea 3 & OV A—diE L ORI S
eI, MIHIEHER 2L Wkoefb L THRRLT
W5, R T OF DY ISR PBEE SRR AR
WIDEKEL, WKHELOEKNSORMRRZ 'L L.
#0772 Fig. 6 I KRJEICBIT 2/NENETO
do=0.5mm 7 7 > REFBGIRHE S ORE Z L Y H 8, 16
Zr7. Figure 6 TIXIEH A OB KNS OFGRER % ¢
ELTERLTVD., KKE T TSR OF KERZIC
EERBALSND N, BEETOIEE AL ORI
ORI L DFEEMRPBLEI N, ZhuzxtL, Fig. 5
DAL F TIEWTNOERHEESNCB WD T HEICHERPBIE S
N, BETFTTITTTOERBIHIESND Z EBbh .

17



IREIZ IS 1T 2 HETR R 2R 25 O O N ) R

Figure 5a 33 L' Fig. 5b TidiiiE B B L OV&H A ©
SR R 2 B T — D DEEKEDERENT
W5, Mikami & DO#UNE Y - RRJEFICBT5ET
RIS OMR Z IR ) EBRTIX, KK EDY
IR EN D KK DBRIBETICHE S LES KEDIER SN
ZIRA ORI S/d=11 £ Toh >7-. Figure 5b T
13 Sea/do=12.5 IZB WV T HEEKREDBH I TND Z &
Mo, ARKKEANMEEE, BT H RN KX
bz Enmmesind. Figure 5 OFEINIEBIT D
Sat/do 1XZNFID Spaldo \Zxfhi LT R Z R 0 FRIE
WEIEICIE WS TH D, Sealdo DD/ SWVEE LY K&
WV SALdo IR W T HBRX RN Y BAMREE 72> T D, A
ZIE O RFUZ SN TSR 21T 5 .

Figure 7 (20K X JAD 0 3B O W M MR IR 1% 2 =
e Vido I3HIHERE BRI L CESR L &2k 2 A
NOHETHD 8. (REICBITDRZILNVEE Vi ITik
# B—&iH A M OWKTEFIIE Sea & FDRZ LNV IZE L
ToRER D BoR D72, BRI O FIIE Sdo & LTI Sba/do
ZRAW., RFICEEREOZS Mikami & 90O#/NE S
5« REJE FIZRIT D IET B Z MRS O 8 2 5
0 EEROFER BT

KEKIETORZIRMN Y EE L b2 LIRE T TOBRZ
JER Y HEIXIES S E N KEV. Mikami 5 9D KL T

£=0.150 s 0.388 s 0.425 s
(a) Sbaldo=4.2, Sar/do=27.1

|| e o
p s le

t=0.200 s 0.338 s 0.488 s
(b) Sea/d=12.5, Sar/db=25.0

t=0.279 s 0.420 s 0.508 s
(c) Sba/d=18.8, Sar/db=18.8

Fig. 5 Burning behavior for different droplet arrays at
25 kPa. ¢’is elapsed time from the ignition of

Droplet I.
t*=0s 0.313 s 0.318 s 0.320 s

Fig. 6 Burning behavior for Sea/do=4 and Sal/db=16 at
101 kPal®. # is elapsed time from the ignition
of Droplet A.

18 Int. J. Microgravity Sci. Appl. Vol. 31 No. 4 2014

TORBRIIAEERBROEE X0 K WHITHNREE R T
HD do=1mm DIRIHH 5K D FEFBIRE S %2 FAVvTn 5
PRZEDS 0 OB HITIZ T X CTOWRMEIN 2R X IR0 5
BRD k&SmO 7 Z 7 DHE A VTR, B
ZIREM Y HEORBREEN B, AL EER T, T’
Bkl A FHIOBRZIED VAERO B> HIR R Y 3 &
EHEHBL TS0, ERRIEHE KO Z RN Y E#]
DHRHTI2HAELVBEENKELI 2D, RERTIE
240fps DET AN AT ZHWTRZIEN D X8 2812 L
TNDTe, BRZIEH Y R D3 ffREIE 1/240s Th 5.
Figure 7 ® Sha/di=4.2 DFMHIZB W TRINTND =D
DOEZIEN D EEDOET—a~pOEWICE VAT
DTHD. RN BEMNEWSRMEIF Y, R fEhE
WCE DALY HEOBEIT/NEL 2D, PR E
£od b 24%DREREDID, RIEN Y HEREICE
WCIERF A EEIC L DRREDRKRE NV ESF X 5D,

ZOBEEEBLCFg TR E, S 128 Lo
FHIZRB WO TRIE T CTOBZIEN Y HE Vido 1THETHIE
Sldo MKEL e BDIFENSL RABHERCHDEFZD.
T, RIETTORIILN Y FHEIIKKE T TOBZIA
MOEELYHLRENVETZD.

AR JE PR R PE IR A KB A TE AL S AL TV 220 ik
HEC ORI RIR Z LAY D ClX, Wi RS BB/ S 0
G B VEARIRITE OB SR HOETR & 72 0, KT FIR 2N
B R & WA IR BRI ~ 0 18 IR A K 0 BVR 8 S
WL D 8 AEEER CIEERKOKIEIT 296K~
303K Th v, FHWEIRIT 298K Tho7-. 298K (2817
ZIAET A 2 W7 R T O KA Y & g T R KUE TR
#=0.13, 25kPa Tld¢'=0.55 TH 5. ¢=0.55 | "R
PO TFIRY BT THS. 296K~303K (2B Ti
$#=0.47~0.76 OHPATH 5. BRBHREITRE R O HE
NDFEERTFTHI D, R FERIFIZ I AR

200
* P,=25kPa
160 | . ® P,=101kPa
— *
2 L
NE 120 . P
S
= * .
-ci 80 * *
I T s
40 | ®
o9 ®
® o *
0 1 1 1 1 1
0 4 8 12 16 20 24
S/,

Fig. 7 Dependences of flame-spread rate Vido on
droplet spacing S/do at different ambient
pressures Fa. The data for Fa=101 kPa are
taken from Ref. 8.



=k BA,

FOVITITBREREARBIZIEL A EERENTH 22N

EEZD. RBRIER N E K LIS KBNS D15
FECIE, RIEHABICERSNZRAKERNEZ MY 7
NT L —AMMEIETAHZENMLNTEY, RGO
FHKEFICIE Y B 1 AU O 85 AL E 2R 25 & 5
BEMN TWARENDD Y. Lo T, AMEELRMIIZE W
Th, RRKBEFEPERESNDZOITIIRBIEREN S 5
MAINDEUERDY, KEICBITARZIIANY ZHEAK
BN VR A IR A P L PR PEIR B R SRR S T
VVRFE CORTRRIR Z R0 EREREICE X D.

RO MBEMITEEIZE/NEVWEELZLN, 2
RZJRN 0 HE AR S D HICERTS. £, B
PEHOREE 1L 2 BT AR E B IENTRIBIT S Z &0
5, 25kPa IZBWTIIRKERFD 4 (FOEEEGHE L 72
%. Figure 7 /5 25kPa TORRZIEN 0 IEEIX S/di=4
fHECIHERKIE T CORIIENDHEED 4 FLD/hEWN
M, Sd=12 L TIE 4G LV REL o TWND. Sd=4
UL CIEBIEE D R BT/ & < WTINBA D BB 1 < Bl
NTEY, Sd=12 i TIEEIEB OB 2 TR
BOEBLBENLZLOEEZLNS.

Figure 8 |Z{i&ii A 7> Sl L ~DBRZ LN Y O R[4 %
T¥ ETERIRR O Sealdo 2k Lo, [ IX g D
728 Oyagi b WOMU/NESE « RRJETFICBIT5ET S
CRE BRSO ZIRN Y RO R bR, Ol
W L ~OBRZIAD O B FREZ2 G, XITRZ IR D A
RARER G TH L. KIESKMFITBIT 5 ADRMFIE
Spaldo=4.2 TIX AR 2 BT L ~ORRZ IR D D3RR
ENTZRMETHY, Shal/do=8.3 TiL5[EIY 3 EEHE L ~
DIRZIED Y PR I NT-FETH D, SBald=16.7 B &
W 18.8 DEFITE W TIE, BNENREBNA S5 THY,

34
30 x
A P,=25kPa
(o} b 4 X
26
A o
T o o
22 b
<
(9p)
o
18 | X =
£ 3 P,=101 kPa
Fx x x
14 o oo
10 . . . . .
0 4 8 12 16 20 24
Sgaldg

Fig. 8 Dependences of flame-spread-limit distance on
droplet spacing between Droplets B and A at
different ambient pressures Fi. The symbols
are explained in the text. The data for F=101
kPa are taken from Ref. 12.

Int. J. Microgravity Sci. Appl. Vol. 31 No. 4 2014

PRZ D0 BARATREZRIR L OB Z MR TE TV,
Figure 8 TIXHEIERMG DI N RKEAE T TORR LY HIF
LOENRKRELHAZD. ZITEE L TERTFEDOEWND
XD Sa/do DOFREEDE NN LI A D EE 2 5. Ref
12 DRZETOFERTIE d=1mm FEEOWEFZHNTE
D, SaL & db &L BTN EILERDZ LT, BAIA
BRI EFTRDHED Sar/do DoyfEREZE M LS TV 5.
ZHICH L, AMEEEBRTIE d=0.48mm & i)/ &
W ZFAWTEY, d 2E27ERBIT> Tneniz
O, BRIIEN Y G EZFRDHEED Sar/do D fRHEIX Ref.
12 L0 ->Tn 5.

PR ZU R 78 1) BRI s (SaL/ dotimie 13O & X DB AF
ELTWBHEEZDZ ENTES. Figure 8 LWL
N0 RFGFEREEITERED TR RKEVWEE 2 5. KEAE
Tl SBaldo 23 7 XD /NS W E Sealdo D3/ WIE ER 2 A
M0 RFETE MR R LT3 1218 SpaAldo 37 L1
K E WA O (Sar/ dohimit 152 RIBRIEH S D FEBR 90515
ONTRZIEN Y IRATH B (I dimic=14 EIFIEFR L &
o TnD., EKEFICBWTHREE T & RERIC Sealdo
DI/NZVIE E(Car/ doiimit 1T KT D EEZHND. KIE
TIZBWTZRIHE THOEEOBE T 255 0B XA
NDYORK{IZTZOKDOENSHWT20XRETH 5.
Figure 5 (23R L TWRWA, Sea/do=20.8 D B—iik
T A MEBEZRZIEN 7= DX 4AEF 1 EThH-7-. =
h& Fig. 8 Oz ab¥TEZD L, 25kPa DIRES
BT DI T ORBOER TE DIFEDORZIEN
D BRI 20~22 FRETH D LHEHI SN D.

TR AEDY D R IR O R R IE I oW T
EET L. W AKRED VIR SN D &R ERIME D
PRI & & bl HYER L, RARME & > 2tk
T 5. BRAIRD Y RRICIEARBRIETE SN S T RIEIR &
KEBNEKSNDIVERND D120, Z 2 TlEEIRER
BORFEE L LT T=1000K &2 5. RARKRED
DICARMEIR A RB R SN D DI HLERIBEIZZ O
Te LOIERWEETHD D, BRILH 0 IR RO
X OB S +oRKEWEEITIE, Tt OFERARR
TR BRI BIE T D I I PR PEIR B R IX T ClL Bk
ENTWa EEZLND. Ll LBy BREREKE
DFE RN B 72T IMBA D RERN AR E/h & 0as, K
ZIRAY ) FRSAT I C i & IR IS 245 o0 W 3 57 oD Wl R 1
BAR~NODBENFEHRLER->-TWVWDLI EEZOND.
Mikami & TRBRIETE E DV IJER SN Y& 14508
O AR S RB ERIZ O W T A R OEE L &
IO ERTRE L LTWA. £, W EDEE
SANTHEEFHENCH S Z Nl £ bh, T0EA
AR ARE EROENEFE®IT NS NWEFE XS, L
ToM o C, BRRIRD Y BRI F R O JE K TE IS e b
KEREBLE S 2 5O miEERIME RO R KIEDJE
TMEIFHETCH D L EZ LS.

KPS A OFE TR SBENL - T8 T, B

19



IREIZ IS 1T 2 HETR R 2R 25 O O N ) R

WE DY NKENTH D, B - WE OIEE T JEE TR
RIZBWTTZ L—AV— b E2ETDHE, HDHEE Tt D
RN B DE KB Femax (TLLTF O TEEI N D 12019,

d ‘(3)1/2 LA S
Temax/do = \ 572 6pCp(Te — To)

ZIZT, omope H G, TalXFNTN, RIABRENEE,
REEEE, REHREAE, EELE, FERKERETHD.
KD LY remax/ do W EJEAFHRIRIES] Po D-1/3 FIZHHIT 5
T ERbD. RIREBERIOEE-REE LT 1000K O
28R DOMEE AV, FESERE LS LT 298K 205 &,
KEJETIL romad/ d=16.4, 25kPa TIL romax/db=26.0 & 72
% . FEEIC IR S AR BN O BEIC K0 KSR IR
T 5720, mIREEAEERL ZOEL /NS D
EEZ6N, Fig 8 IORENFIEH THOEETE 254
DR Z RN Y [RAEFEERICIVEE 2D e E2BND.
BB ITIRTETIR 2 IR 0 OWUNE 1 EBRTHE LM
Rz b CITREIZI T DR OBRBER TSI o0
TEEEIT>TEL. FEHLOHMET LV—TTE, Bz
SRR Y R T o EREFIH LI N—aL—a F
THIZEY, T2 F B EIRTEEE O BERBE R BLIZ DWW T
FARTND 121015 $EA-[fE L, —LOKAE NOIE
A O Bl M EOWRHRZEET 5. FOICHFEET
2T D> SERBEBRAA L, Z DR/ IR Z R 0 (R IE
Bl (S do)timit PUICAFIET DI CITBR LR D & D b—
JVAZHEN, (B2 DU ~DBRZIED O R[5 O & e v
WL, KENTRTCODITENT=HE ZREREERA &+
5. (Sdoimie & LT, #/NEIBITBT IS 2 A

Burned droplet
Unburmed droplet

200

-

TEA50 L &

8

: = |

£ 1004 °

§ .

3 504~ N

g |

Q“ .

200 - e <
150 Sre < 200
e 150
100 100
50 50

Droplet positiony, . /d, Droplet position x Jd

droplet "G

Fig. 9 Percolation simulation of group-combustion
occurrence in a randomly distributed droplet
cloud at critical condition for simulating low-
pressure condition with flame-spread limit
(S/dohimit=20.

20 Int.d. Microgravity Sci. Appl. Vol. 31 No. 4 2014

B0 EBRN S LR ZIEA Y BRI B0 (S do)iimit
5. Figure 92 L/d=2, NL/d=400 ® 3 RItiEH
12 B TR B BE (S/do)m=22.35 DT > & L4558k
IR REDOBERBEN R A LB OB %173, Fig. 9 1IAHF
FEORESMEZERE L, (Jd)imit=20 & BWTEEE2IT
S>TW5., Fig. 8ITRENDERY, RFTOWEH T L
0IRZ IR0 IRFEREREIZE KT 528, 22 TiEzo
ZHRITEE L T,

Figure 10 |28 72 5 ISR R T DRI AR %
T R (Sdo)m (236 U CoRd. BRI S E B 2R
MYRFR L LT, KKESME TN T80 EEOEE
TEAEAED(Id)imi=14 & AV, KESMTIX Fig. 9
LRU K (I d)imit=20 Z 7=, (Sdo)m D3/ W 720
FCITBREDN O TR WELR TRAFRETH LN, b
5 (8/do)m £ T(S/do)m DHERITHENEEIRBES AL =R )
IR T2 2 03bnd. BEREERAMRN 0.5 gk &
72 B85 O (S/do)m DEN S REREER MR 0.5 1TFYST
LA DO(S/d)m T EHMHRIC X VR, ZNZ R ES
WFERR(Sd)e & Lz, KRERESM T (S/d)c=15.81,
IRESAMETIE(S/d)c=22.35 THD. TN HDOEITVTH
b & E DS IT DR Z RV BRI TR (S do)timie
X0 REW., RTESM & RSO R4k i
Bl 22.35/15.81=1.41 TH Y, BRZILN Y BRI
RO 20/14=1.43 L1 <, BRIEMN YRR OB KIZHT
Bl L CERA PR ERRSE R T2 525, 5%, X
D REFEOB/NE DREZFIA LIS ERERICEY,
PRZIED 0 BREHEROERESGL2 Z LN LETHD.
EHIT, TR G G A TR Z RS D R i 7 b
R, N—al—T g EFAMICEEBTLZLITLY,
T VB DG EOR T BE O AR TS AR ORI S H I
NHEZEZLND.

1
0.9

08 1 Normal
0.7 - pressure

Low
pressure

|

|

'

1

0.6 - |
05 - :
] |
0.4 "
0.3 - !
|

0.2 - |
0.1 - *
0

Occurrence probability
of group combustion

0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18 20 22 24 26 28
Mean droplet spacing (S/dg)m

Fig. 10 Occurrence probability of group combustion
in randomly distributed droplet clouds
considering flame-spread limit (S/do)imit at
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