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Development of the Experiment Cell and
Solution Crystallization Observation Facility (SCOF)

Toshiyuki TOMOBE !, Toshiharu OKA! and Izumi YOSHIZAKI 2

Abstract

IHI Aerospace Co., Ltd. (IA) has been developed the experiment cell for Solution Crystallization Observation Facility
(SCOF) under the Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA). SCOF is one of the two facilities in Solution/Protein
Crystal growth Facility (SPCF) for Japan Experiment Module (JEM), called “KIBO”. The developments of four experiment
cells were finished and the on-orbit experiments of three experiment cells were completed. This report introduces the

development of experiment cells.
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1. [XILHIC

(M) THI =7 v A2A_—2 (IA) &, ) FiEH2eHr
TRE R (JAXA) O b & T, WK R LBEEE
(SCOF) % AW ioifh ik EEBRZ1T 5 72 Ok o
AR A Y L CT& /.

INFETIZ 4 Koo TX1FH ) EBRAMBRIEOBIFZ &
z, 963X TIHHE EERNET L.

ARG TIL, EBIEE (SCOF) K1Y, BEHmlEE
BRLERIAROBARRICOWT, FIC o P=T7 U S OBA
NHREIT 5.

2. EEBREE

[X1E ) HIEITERO T > 7 BIFEET D03, ZoOH
OFiRFERR T » 7 (Ryutai Rack) (ZIAIRE FE 5 AK
K EB4EE (SPCF: Solution/Protein Crystal growth
Facility) 28 SN TV 5. SPCF I3isikHs b Blgg st
® ( SCOF: Solution Crystallization Observation
Facility) & & B & #5 &b 4 i 2 & (PCRF: Protein
Crystallization Research Facility) @ 2 DOflsT L 73k
B ORI T, SCOF 1XAHK - RlR O &R IMEZ D3
#Bl%i%, PCRFIIEAEO/MMEDEREITS.

TR EER T v 7% PCRF IZOWTCIIAZHHEO K EDH D D
I ED L L, LLF, SCOF [ZoWTik~R3,

2.1 SCOF

SCOF (X, THFHCHBMEEL MW T, #idh & Wik
(REMH) O, TOHBBREETOIZOOEETHD. £
BRERICIE CTHRE Sh D AR L HRT 2 2 L3R
ThHY, RESLCENFZHET L2 L THRMERESE
%. SCOF 24 Fig. 112, F-ZIEEAE - EREZ Table 1
Y
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Cell Driving System

Fig. 1 General view of SCOF

1 BRASHE THI =7 m2A_—2 P FEFAEME T370-2398 #EEIRE TR 900 i
Space System Department, Space Utilization Office, IHI AEROSPACE Co.,Litd, 900 Fujiki, Tomioka, Gunma, 370-2398 Japan
2 MSEATEOE NTFEM OB R A FEEFEOMEET ISSEY Y nY 27 FE T305-8505  ZAKIRIEO XM THL 2-1-1
Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA), 2-1-1 Sengen, Tsukuba, Ibaraki, 305-8505 Japan

(E-mail: t-tomobe@iac.ihi.co.jp)

01690 11



PR AR AR - R DRI IC OV T

Table 1 Specification of SCOF

HH Hre
SR 4 - u s MTHES L HEHIE
- F LY A = ZRED T RE
BIZHR il i R L 82 - IRIEASTREEMEE (B, KA 12Xk DR RmsleE
- IR EEEE - (WLl
aGEE R < oY = A2 W R T WM L D
- VRIRFR O PR ARE - SRR e
g =1 124 >FH5—CCD A AT (24H)

RS 2% (A% 3.2X2.4mm), KN4 F (1A% 1.6X1.2mm)

FHI - IR | VR ST - = I XX FHIEIEE 21ch - BAERTEHAIEE 13ch
T T 0 c ~ULF = FTFERBIEIRE 12¢h ¢ b — & BRENEIRE 2ch
£ — & BiRE) - DC & — Z BRI 2ch

< AT v ¥ r U — X BREEE 2ch
JEF1E cJESE YA BT = — XA 2ch
AR i Uy FAAL vFA ¥ T = —A[AH 4ch
AR - 3 &M (24VX2, 6VX1)
sHik 425W X 660D X 611H[mm]
B 9 120(kg]

3. #Elx

FERREEE L RN, EBRT —~ IR S, EREE
WY T o TERT 2=y FEHEREK LA TY
5. H#ILTIL EU: Experiment Unit, EC: Experiment
Cell, Zi\ % ECU: Experiment Cell Unit % & £fl S
T,

SCOF H TP I & 4 5 R A db i B £ Bt UK

(SCOF #t3kiR) DA, KRB TH 2K - Ak
EEA L EHa (BA) 2o, REFHA - HlE e
OBEHERYE, LEREEAMINLT, BRRENTD
NDGHTHL. ERT —~I2E T, EBRIEENPM
ROBERKIIHENE WS ZLiThD.

AR DB S 1T, FEBRLETE 0 BRSSO SUIX B3
FETHRIIAZ— T2, ERIEBEOEELZFINTE S
O, HEEREORBENBEBLINDRIEA T Y N THLHR,
ERIEEAESGREBRE ORI E 20 BT AU v b
LbHD. WoNEBREEDOY VY —R (BXRH A/ K
) txrNn—7 (AR NT, FEBRERE
REZRR Y e TE DHRB LRI 5 2 &3, #HEE
FAZOBL LA (EFRIFFIZELE) &0z & o

3.1 Ice Crystal Cell

2008 4 12 A75 3 » HiZb7= v, SCOF THID#HE
R FEREAT > TR TH 2. BRI 3 KD o —
7T S (Fig. 2), ERONEICITEEH L &
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MBLEIEE (v v Y = AT E & R 2R E)
NiEE->TW5 (Fig. 83). SCOF TOIEMBIL LAY
T 2 BHEAZDKIERREZ OGBS EITZA D2 LM, K
RO TH D, EMRMSLOTET 250W X 300D X
210H[mm], B HIT 11.9kgl TH 5.

KEAEDIZDIZSNNVTF =FH 1 (B 27 —7&
LTHWTWS., Bt —#% BIEEE (-10[C]) £T
BT dIiciE, N TFoFTNDORAELRNTHLE
N 5. SCOF it AiTmEk DG 2321 TRz
B, SCOF NZFAIL TV DHMHAIKE TRED B THEET
HZ D, REHE L OBGEF CIEBET I RN & e
DR, ME - IR, ROWEN HEZ TRL TS,

BTV ZBR LT X ICET T ADES RVEE, &
BIFREREE L, NH2HEERCTEHREL VD,
ENETTIEED T, BERIARESEETELTCLEY.
BETIEHLBREEALNLKEZNY — I T52HTH
5. 27T, i EORBRCERONTRISE /N OWE
VHEEy FL, RREECBEOMBRERE L. 20T
— X & JUICERNENCRE T DA o B a2 R0, ful
ECOEBRPITER LV Lz,

BZ OB T, REELOETITANRENTLES
TERDHoTL. KPED LRI 1 BIWIET S0,
INEWRRT DDA A YT T LEF T TCNER, &
AXY T T L~ELDRBEEE LKIZERN N THRES
KL THoT.
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3 SCOF"Ground Model

Fig. 3 Inside of Ice Crystal Cell

K Rz, i

) AR L CIREAR 2T 5. 35 LRE
BN TEBHEA L& L & 2 A ER R o SR A
TX%., ZORETRBEATEOEESL —EHRETT
5z Lk AR ETS.

IREEAN L BHBEED 2 SONRFA—ZEHHTE S
DEDIMNERBSIOD X L5720, HERERIEICER
W RFICBMIBAT IC F1 2 AL, ORGSR, B TR % i
RETEAMREEHEBRTH N T,

FERBUB & EE M T A — Lk (O 7 LS
) IOV TIHBRERRZIT 72, ZEAEDY—LH
IS E AN U720 NG Lo, kb EED
INEDoT=0V 7 1 FRHE HEER 2 FREARAL, 6 # A
PL BB AT 2 SN D PERE & ffR LT

BT, HRLEEZNETS-OIERB Y —7 ORETH
Sz, NV U LAEFES THELERELOY — 7 81T
HEANTHDICHEb LT, ERIEOEKINIMTIN
HIOTHL. R REAKIIEROEY 7 A%
L, BIZEx2HET L. — VREIIMEESZEZSEL,
VMR — VEIL BT RS T .

Mach-Zehnder interferometer

Fig. 4 Facet Cell in SCOF Ground Model

12 FUEBHIOFETH DN, HIARENLEDEFL,

MBI ZBO ISP LN SRBICE ENASTRY T AT Specimen

ATHHIRICE> TV D,

AP L B EE EEBRICOWTIE, T~ REH Cell
T % AHEE KRR AR - d 1A Bk T

%< ORENMTHOIL TN D 276,
3.2 Facet Cell

Ice Crystal Cell IZ5]1&#iE, 2009 4FE 4 A6 7 7k

v b (Facet) ik EER AT -tRAKTH 5.
¢ 220 X 9TH[mm] D R DEARMSL & 7 —T v

MBS Y IR T, WERIT 5.5lkgl TH D, &=
EOREICITREE LR 2 KB s Tw5 (Fig. 4,

Fig. 5).

Thermocoupi@

Cell#1

Structure

1A

Specimen
Cell#2

B VIZE A LT EBRE (B FABT = =1(Z

WED 7% )=V ERELELD) O—dmE &R,
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Fig. 5 Inside of Facet Cell
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AREEMICHBEMA T, HEFEdHE 2 TRTBA
BT, KO KR D B LD - 7o OV A D>
557 AbRoTHrbEDIETHoT.

AR L 28E EERICOWVWTYH, T—vREH
Thd JAXA MEREDICE-T, 2L DRENTHON
TUW5A 2,4,5,7,

Wi EEBRAEBRB L THS E, SCOF OTHimifEin
TBY, ZUBNRICHEE eo72 207, L O EREIX
K EEZTEA =7 AT HRHENTWDE D TH - T,
RVIK>THDE, SCOF HL{ES SCOF+SCOF fHat{x
ORB T, BHIILERNBN DT A= AT %
ML TWhhoto., X, WiKT v 7 2R TORBR T
TEA=7 AT 2L TR TFEEICITER LT
ol Bbihsg. FERMICELE EEBREZEE LR
FERRNTLE S EKA LTINS, REIZT T &l
DIN—wAHT B T & CRIEZ R LTz,

3.3 Nano Step Cell

2012 4E 8 A7 5 12 AIZHF T Nano Step EBr % 1T -
TRk Th 5.

BEMRHNL, BIEAR v 7 R, ROV —71 6 K) SRRk
I, WEEIX 16.10kgl, ~FEIFERMNL 250W X
280D X 185H[mm], [E AR v 7 2753 300W X 150D X
100H[mm] ¢% % (Fig. 6, Fig. 7).

ERNEIC T EEABEE AL —Y (EE 532[nm])
ZIIRE LIRS TSR EH I TWS. Zo T3
FHc kv, BEAERLERORIESR, N Rm CORE
AL A FORBIET 5 2 LN TEX %, Nano Step EBRD
IOV T, T~ REE ThH IEARLEOME O
FIEEE V.

FEER (BAWIR, RS IV 7 2B VIcEAE
, SRROER T v v 7 AT CREE LB LT
Wb, ZoREeELE, LHFRFEOT-DO 3 o'
TV REE A LT T, REE A (Fig. 8) &

Fig. 6 Astronaut Aki Hoshide with Nano Step
©NASA

14 Int. J. Microgravity Sci. Appl. Vol. 30 No. 4 2013

LTWa. B VNI #0LE B CERNTIICER T
DEomoTnG. HuE EERT 3 ok /s
EHERAL, 51U —XMhoEH 3 Y —XToF TER
NiThbiviz.
AREORZITIE, T ABARLEALZT —V D
Kz, BREEDOT AT 4 7HRAREIIKBIA T
L. BEOTAT 4T HRET B2 DICRITHRRZ Y
WULED, EbES L-ON|ELZT—2 OREHE%
R Lo REE LV DBEIZFEB T A L2

Fig. 8 Specimen Cell Unit of Nano Step Cell
(a) Top view, (b) Side view
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K Rz, i

HAWREZ BEMREIC L THAZRESE 272018,

REEVTIIW AR RD SN L. BHITSAVTF =5
FIZEVAT OO0, TOPREEAL AT —VITRT 2 &1T

HIR S A7z, BRI L W BIRICKEAH 2720 TH 5.

ZO®, LT = PEENEI MR A EE L, SHis
WIZEVE RN Z Ll L, B RE LiF57-912
AR (OWIEFE) ZHEoT LR O ikt ce L
AT =D NEIRN SR AT — DN ET BRI A
WOT ERDITHZIRNENS VLU =IiTiioT-. BfR
HOW 5N LB VR OBREL BTV, S8
HIEED 5[CNTIFZE Lo 2 b DD, FHEMIHEAkE
(ZFE e 8~40[ClOWRERIH A KB 25 Z LN TE .

3.4 Ice Crystal Cell 2

2013 4£ 8 HKIZ Ice Crystal 2 Fh & BA#A L 7= ek
T®» 5. Nano Step Cell A%, EMRMNL, BIEER Y 7 X,

EOVr—"7v 6 KD 3K TH S (Fig. 9).
S (REE N7 O ~HEIE 250W X 250D X 215H[mm], [FI# R

v 7 Z1% 300W X 150D X 100H[mm], #E& 18.6[kgl &,

SCOF fitifdfk & L CidlER KR TH 5.

ERONEICITRE L EBERANBH S ATV D.
REHE VI JAXA & ARHEE K P IRIREH IR E AT S B3 &
HYLTW5., BIERTIL—VE A4 — LD %R E
L7=OHAT¥EHE, At LED #X%EE L7-Q@E iR
NABZEBRMNEE, TICORSMm LR A CCD @ 3 Rifi%
FH+%5. OQixFH, OIXOOLERZLTED, @DH
BaERENs, FBihxdOQOOBILRITHE L mE %Y
HIENTZXD.

AR FR T L RTR OR RO mE OFEEITH
72O AR 5 DOARAT v B T E—HX EFFD. —F T,
SCOF MBMEFAKMITICHEL TV A AT vy BV FE—H
BRENEI 1L 2ch L272yv> (Table 1). U L—THID ¥z
53T SRODEWER, U L — N L@ E A
UH T z2—A) SCOF 12l 8T, EHT 5021
ATERIZ, SCOF > DC E—ZEREIRIE L2 WM L,
HABEIIG L TCTE—4 200 x5 LicLe. Hh
BE 10VIOL E13 1 FROT—ZNER SN, 1.5[V]
DEEIT 2 FHOE—ZNBIREN, L) EEITRD.
IOV EZERT L0, FBR Y 7 ATEIC
40ch DY L— (FEERY L—) #HEH L TWD.

AfEFAA S Ice Crystal Cell (3.1 TH) [AE, #RBH& %
#H45. Ice Crystal Cell i3 HIZIEE-10[CITH 7223,
APEIR O B IR IR B O R R &2 2 T TRKNIC
18[CClic#% & & 7=. Ice Crystal Cell &[] UEGRETix
BEEBILITEX ARV, 22T, EFRMELOERICE SR
Smmlow#El2 =y FZB ML (5mm]lk v Ewv &
SCOF |[ZH#TE L B 2®), ERHNOERZ L
FzBFTHEATLIZEICLE. L2LIOAF =i

SCOF MIDFEREZ AKRDO AR & R D2 AR THMT 2 &
WO, RRT I uNT 4y 7RG R LR, B
R+ oI BT D Z LR TE.

o

(b)E

(c)

Fig. 9 Ice Crystal Cell 2
SCOF DO ~)vF = FFERENEIE CIXE NN RET 5720, (a) Structure ASSY, (b) Circuit Box, (c)
b— S BREN RSB T H Z LI Le. T ORRIC, Cables
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TR PRI FE R -

3.5 TR

WGE EEBROERICITE S R o 2 HRERIC OV T
fRHICHRAT L7z,

Figure 10 ™ SCN Cell 1%, SCOF etk & LT
THBREEIT o iERETH D, AT 7 ATHIERE
REEVCERABOY 7 v ) = P YL EHAL,

220 [Specimen Cell

65

Fig. 10 SCN Cell

(a)=

(b)

(©

Fig. 11 Crystallization by SCN Cell
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HERADBAFE IOV T

Connector

(2) Window

=

Motor#1 Motor#2
Cooling Unit
Ball
| ]
M) Screw
Protein solution{40 11 2)
e i =
_J[“( | T
© Crystallization agent(200 ¢t 2)
c

Fig. 12 b5R Cell
(a)Outside. (b)Inside. (c)Specimen Cell

FACET Cell [, B2 Lo i i o 15 I8 2170,
—HMEEEZ1T 5. SCOF OFBIEELFHMBICLY,
ERAEN T L—r Xy o kBl s (Fig 11).
Figure 12 ® b5R Cell 1%, BARFELHNE ALK B
FE (MEEAE) ERMERECT, ERBENSOEOEE
W, Wiz RN bRiGbAEb LT 2EATL
LI EAEBERORE & BRI L, #5Rb 2B
THZENTED. Fig 13 1M LAIEAZ O ERIN
oY, Fig. 14 (XERFHENETH CREZKRET 2#1+%
SCOF THZTZHEHBETHD. (MbRned ZAITENRAEL,
1 BERICH 50[u mlD~=2— 2 TR #8102 BEIZ %0480
Thoiz.
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Fig. 13

iz, fit
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IM-2g-ni I/A-3JL-0n

Sample injection by b5R Cell

(a) 4Hr after injection

(b) 6Hr after injection

(c) 8Hr after injection

Fig. 14 Crystallization by b5R Cell

4. BBbHYIZ

SCOF fitzfk 6 o>V TR Lz, Bunid 2 &1,
FEH N SCOF K DKRFHIAE T Lz D% 1996 F D=
Thotz. ORZBZVIEHYNELIHFEOEDN, e
Crystal Cell DARE, $HY L7z ABIEKITS L2230,
il EEBRTIEET 2BRITEFILWRY Th 5.

SCOF AR ICH =0, TA T DA —I D
WHhEBTHND. TOREIL, TA H OB A3
THr—A, Rz nlc 82 RET 27—, RAEM
EWMAT L —R, IR EZRET S5 — X, e
WNTZHET D — AL THDH. ERA—TH%EZ
ZIZFE L. HEREDS N T 5 & TOBIER ORI,
TV o 2B ticL b0 ThD. HFRAEHEY Y
F—a—Rl—va VITEEER Y 7 2O ERY L
TE-7-. ##d SCN Cell, b5R Cell |Z NEC <~ FV
—HRAEH B Xy T Y —) BWTHL. TD
fth, 727 ) "X, KEEWH, BEBEY—T, LR
T¥, AARBEaVEF, HEEQTE, ¥14 b
Tr/aY—, AAMZEE T, WA, NIEEELR,
IHTE, THI =A% —7%0W h %45, SCOF
BRI L TV 5.

I EE
SCOF HER{RDBAIE, JAXA BARKALE DD
LETTbNEbDTHS. HAFH 7 +—7 LD BN
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KEBER, BANFH AT LAOBFRRERITIE, FrCHE
FRAER, SHEMATREICIHAEN. X, 77—
~IREEOHNEE TERE GARL LB LT D
FAETTITIE, FRICHIERTE & 2 SR 2 O TS,
BRRICEHOBEEZRLET.
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